Tufts Animal Care and Condition* (TACC) scales for assessing body condition,

weather and environmental safety, and physical care in dogs

*Patromek, 1. In: Becognizing and mporing amimal abnse ~ a veterinarian’s paide. Denver, O COnb metcan Hamare & ssomation, 1997,

I. Body condition scale (Palpation essential for long-haired dogs; each dog's
condition should be interpreted in light of the typical appearance of the breed)

. A1 bony pr cevinences eviderd from a
distanice

. o dizcernible body fat

. Obwious loss of muscle mass

. aevere abdominal tuck and extreme

how glass shape

. Eibs, lumbar vertebrae, and pelvic
bhones easly visthle

4 . H o palpable body fat
. Aot e loss of muscle mass
. Prominert abdom inal tuck and

i “ery underweight . povrglass shape 1o totss

AN

-

. Tops of lan bar vertebrae visible,
pelwc bones becoming prominent.

e

. Fibs easly palpated and may be
wigihle with no palpable fat

. COhA ous waist and abdominal taelk

. MIitdtn al loss of muscle mass

. Fibs easly palpable with minimal

a0 fat
. Abdominal tuck evident
. Waist cleatly wsible from above
. Mo muscle loss

. Iflay be normal for lean breeds
such as sighthounds

. Fibs palpable without excessS50) fat

. Ahdomen tucked slightly when
viewed from the side

. Walst vishle from above, just behind
tihs

Body condition scale adapted from
Laflamime, DP. Proc. MA. Wet Conf 1993,
290-91; and Armstrong, PJ., Lund, EM. Vet
Clin Mutr 3:83-87; 1996, Artwoark by Erik
Fetersen.
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III. Environmental health scale

5  Fibhy - many daw o weels of acoomulabon of feces and [ oor wame.
Cvervhelning odor, air may be diffioult to breathe. Large amoart of trash,
gathage, or debris present, inhibits condbrable rest normal postares, or
movenent ad for poses a danger to the arnmal. Very diffimalt cr imposs hle
for amuimal to escape contactwith feces, unne, rud, or starding water Food
ard [ or dnnking water contaninated .

4  Very uneanitary - many days of acoarmlaton of feces and f or unne.
Diffimalt for aromal to avoid comtact with waste matter. Moderate amomt of
trxsh, zabage, or chitter presert that may inhibit condortdle st and 7 or
novenernt of the amimal.  Potenbal ppuy fom sharp edges or glass.
Significart odor makes breathing unpless ant. 5 tanding water or noad diffioalt
to avoad .

3 Uncanitary - several daw acmunmlabon of feces and unmne in armmal’s
errvirceurert. Animal 15 able to aroid contact with waste matter. Moderate
odor present. Trxmh, gatbaze and other debrs cluttering  armmals
ervircrurert but does not prolubit comftrtable w5t or nonnal postare.
Chitter may interfere with normal moverment or allowr  dog to beocome
ertarled, batno sharp edzes crbmken glass that could inpue dog. Doz able
to avoad noad or water if pres ent.

2 Margmal- As m#l, except mavbe somewhat less samtary. Ho moe than 1-
2 day’s acoanmalabon of feces and wire i animal’s envivoronent.  Slight
chitter maybe presernt.

1  Accepiahle - Emwimrovert 5 dry and fiee of acommlated feces. Ho
cortanonation of food or water. Mo debns or zabage prmsert to chitter
ervirorurert and inbibit comfortable rest normal postie and mange of
moveret or pose a danger to or entangle the armmal.

“Envimmimrent” refers to the kemel pen, vad, cage ban room, te-oat or other
erclomie or awawher the amimal 15 confired or spends the majonty of i tme.
A1l of the listed conditions do not need tobe pesert inomder to inchade a dog ina
specific category.  The wser should detemtune wluch catezcry best desombes a
rartimlar dog’s condibon

Interpretation of the TACC score from scales I -I'V:

The Tufts Ammal Conditon and Care (TACC) scomw 15 assessed fiom the mwber
of poants read off either the  Body Condibion Weather Safdy, Emrionmendal
Health or Phywical Care Zcale. When maltiple scales ae evabiated, the highest
soorve on ary s cale shoald beus ed to detenmire the risk of neglect. Mhalbple high
soores awe indicative of greater neglect, nisk, or inlumare tresbment than a single
highscome.

Body condibion, phy-sical

Score care, enrimon heabth scales Weather zafely zcale

rE Sever reglect and inboumane Potertially hife-thweatering risk
treatmert. Anurgent sitaation  present. Inumediate irfereention to
that mastifies an asserive decrease threat to the amimal
respotte to protect the animal.  required (provide water, shelter)).

4 Clear eviderce of serioas Dangerons sitaation developing.

reglect and f or inbnmane Prompt intervention requaired to
treatrrent Minless ther 15a deciease 115k (e.z. provide wrater,
medical explanabon for the shade, shelter, orbang ind ooes).
ammal’s conditon). Pronpt Wam cvwrmer of 55k and shelter
Inprovertert equired. requirernents .

3 Indicatoss of reglect present. Indicatoss of a potenbially unsafe
Tiely ssesment;, comection sibiabon depending onbieed, e
of problens andfor momitoring ootdooss. Infoem oarrer of nisk
of sibiation maybe rwquired. and proper s helter requirements.

2 A lapse in care or discondont Fiskunlikely, tuat evabiate the
maybe presert. Evalaate, and  sibnabon, and iferawanted, dis oass
dis o155 concerts with oarner. wour comce s and mquireends
Feconmnend changes inarmmal  for proper s helterwith the oarner.
hishandry practices, if needed.

41 Mo evidence of neglect based
onscale (s)used

Mo evidence of nsl

Disdlamner: The TACC score & ferdedto be a simple soresting deric e for determ iz wher

negkctmay be preserd for priorit g the westigation of Teported animal coe oy caces, ared as
a opctem for dwrestgatare agercies bose to aam marime the ¥ cage erperierce . The TACC ocoe
ic rot mtetded to replace defiitire accecam et of aer avimal b a meterivarisn or lamr
erforcem evt agrd. A omr TAC C coore does rok pre chide 3 digoss of abase, reglect, @ 3 dog
TeqUI kg TeteThary Care Up@m e carehil emm vt ian of o ardm al and i< lirig sination.

IV. Physical care scale

5 Terohlke - extremely matted haiweoat, preverts normal mobon, mterferes
vwith vision, periveal areas imitated from sciling with trapped unne and
feres. Hair ooat essertially asingle mat. Dog carmot be groomed withoot
cortplete clipdoarn. Forelgn material trapped i matted har Mals
extremely overrosn o cicles, may be perehating pads, causing
dbrommal posibon of feet ard make normal walling very diffioalt or
uncondortable, Collar or chan, if pesert, may be imbedded in dog’s
reck.

4 Poor - mbstantial mathng in haieoat, lage doanks of har matted together
that carmot be separated with a conb crbnash Oecasional foreizn material
entbedded i mats. Much of the hairwill need to be clipped to mmove
mats. Long nals force feet o abnormal positon and derfere wath
ronnal zait. Perneal sciling or imitabon likely., Collar or chain, iff
present, may be echemely tizht, abrading slan.

3 Bonderhne - mumerols mats presert in hair, tut dog can still be zoomed
vwithoat a total clip doen. Ho s igoficard penneal sciling or mmitahon fiom
wote canght inmatted hair, Hals ave overdue for 2 b and long encugh
to canse dog to alter zait when it walks | Collar or chain, if present, may he
smiz and pbbing off neck hair,

2  Lapsed - hateoat maybe somearhat divty or have a fowr mats present that
ate easily removed. FEemander of coat can exily be bmshed or combed.
Hals inneed of a bim. Collar or chan, if present, fits condbatably.

1 Adeyuaie - dog clean, har of normal length for the beed, ard hatr can
exily be boished cr conbed. Mals do not touch the floor, or barely
cottact the flocr. Collar or chain, if presert, fits condoatably.

A1l of the histed comdibiors do notneed tobe presert morder to mchade a dog mma
specific category. The wser shoald detemone which catezory best descnbes a
partimilar dog’s condition. This scale 15 not meart for assessmert of medical
cordibors, ez, a bmwlken himb, that cleady mdicate a nesd for wlennay
attenbion



